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eye of Fouquier. The unfortunate victims selected were sum-
moned the next evening to leave their respective prisons for the
Conciergerie, and on the following day they were brought up
for trial. The prisoners at the bar were first asked if they
were guilty or not guilty, after the indictment had been read
over to them. They were then asked if they would have
a counsel, and one was generally assigned to them These
official defenders, of whom the most famous were Chauveau-
Lagarde and Tronson-Ducoudray, were allowed free intercourse
with their clients, and it is to the credit of the Terrorists that
they were never punished for their pleadings in court; the
segis of his protection, which Marat had thrown over Malesherbes
for defending the king, seems likewise to have protected those
who followed the example of the former minister. When the
counsel had been appointed, Fouquier-Tmville, or his substitute,
opened the pleadings and called his witnesses, whom the
prisoners' counsel was allowed to cross-examine. So far the
trial seems to have been perfectly fair; but as the Reign of
Terror went on, the judges, jury, and public accuser had got
into such perfect harmony that at a hint from the pre-
siding judge, the jury would declare itself convinced, and
immediately return a verdict of guilty. The judge would
then, in most abusive terms if he were Herman or Dumas,
condemn the prisoner or prisoners to death, and the execution
would take place immediately in the Place de la Revolution.

It must not be imagined that this expeditious manner of
proceeding was developed at once. In the early days of the
Revolutionary Tribunal, and especially between the months of
April and September, 1*793, the trials of the prisoners were
conducted fairly, although they generally ended in a verdict
of guilty This can be demonstrated by the fact that from
the institution of the tribunal to the end of August only
thirty-eight individuals were condemned to death for treason
against the nation. Of the generals arrested as accomplices
of Dumouriez, Lanoue was acquitted on May 10, Miranda on
May 16, and Stengel on May 28, while Lescuyer, Miaczinski,
and Devaux weie condemned and executed. The most